By Worldchanging NYC local blogger,
Cynthia Barton

wt do these buildings have in common?

-The Hearst Tower
-The Solaire
-The Bronx Library Center

They are among the first “green” buildings in New York City. If you are interested in green architecture, you are
among those who can identify with them
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Because of the information these projects have generated about the benefits of green design-energy efficiency,
non-toxic materials, lower operating costs, and so on-as well as examples of successful energy-efficient subur-
ban projects, many NYC homeowners want to build green on a small scale.
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Two magazines, Natural Home and Dwell, are each providing coverage of small green residential projects in

(S’j construction now. The magazines are using their websites to follow the construction process from start to finish.
\ Each narrative provides valuable information about how to build green in urban areas. Robyn Griggs Lawrence,
7, editor-in-chief of Natural Home, always envisioned the Natural Home website as a teaching tool because, “the
7, advent of the web is great for showing actual construction work, as opposed to pretty pictures...we can show
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all aspects of a project, not just focus on materials or systems.”

When reviewed together, the blogs provide excellent technical detail about various sustainable approaches to
architecture, and a good sense of what it feels like to take on a green renovation. As is typical for New York City,
both projects are gut renovations of existing buildings rather than new structures. Natural Home Magazine's
Green Show House is a two-unit development in Boerum Hill, while the Dwell project is a townhouse in Harlem.
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